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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

240922Z 019776/20 

0 240844Z JAN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 910 

SECRETCAIRO 1270 

ST ADIS//////////////////// 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON FROM AMBASSADOR 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, EAGR, US, EG 

SUB J : INCREASE TO FY77 PL 480 TITLE I PROGRAM 
REF (A) STATE 14535, (B) CAIRO 1257, 

1 . LATE LAST NIGHT FAHMY TELEPHONED. HE HAD JUST RECEIVED 

A MESSAGE FROM WASHINGTON THAT NEA/EGY HAD INFORMED GHORBAL 
OF THE PRESIDENTIAL DETERMINATION TO PROVIDE, AS FAHMY HAD 
IT, "500,000 TONS OF WHEAT" TO EGYPT. GHORBAL HAD BEEN TOLD 
THIS WAS THE LAST PD SIGNED BY PRES FORD. FAHMY WANTED TO KNOW 
IF THIS WAS TRUE AND, IF SO, WHETHER IT IS ADDITIONAL 
WHEAT OR PART OF THE ALREADY PROMISED ONE MILLION TONS. 

IF TRUE, FAHMY WANTED TO PUBLICIZE IT RIGHT AWAY. 

2. SINCE THE CAT WAS OBVIOUSLY OUT OF THE BAG, I CON- 
FIRMED TO FAHMY THAT SUCH A PD HAD BEEN APPROVED. I COULD 
NOT TELL HIM AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, EXACTLY WHAT THIS ADDI- 
TIONAL PL-480 INCREMENT WOULD CONSIST OF. I EXPLAINED THAT 
EGYPTIAN WHEAT UMR SITUATION, WHICH HE KNEW NOTHING 
ABOUT AND DISMISSED AS IRRELEVANT. I TOLD HIM THAT THE 

SECRET 
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EQUIVALENT OF 500,000 TONS OF WHEAT MIGHT BE DIVIDED BETWEEN 
WHEAT, TOBACCO AND SOYBEAN OILS. THE INTERNAL USG MECHANICS 
FOR THIS ADDITIONAL INCREMENT, INCLUDING CONGRESSIONAL 
NOTIFICATION, MIGHT TAKE BETWEEN TWO AND FOUR WEEKS, BUT 

1 WOULD LET HIM KNOW ASAP WHEN ALL ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN 
MADE. UNTIL THEN, I ASKED HIM NOT RPT NOT TO PUBLICIZE THE 
INFORMATION. ON THE BASIS OF PAST EXPERIENCE, DOING SO PRE- 
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MATURELY COULD ONLY CAUSE PROBLEMS WITH THE CONGRESS WHICH, 
TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, HAD NOT YET BEEN NOTIFIED. 

3. FAHMY GRUBMLED SOME THAT HE COULD NOT ANNOUNCE IT NOW 
AND EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF SOME PUBLIC GESTURES OF 
SUPPORT TO SADAT FROM USG AND OTHER DONOR STATES AT THIS 
CRUCIAL JUNCTURE. HE THEN ASKED IF I HAD YET HAD A REPLY 
FROM PRES CARTER TO FAHMY'S URGENT REQUEST OF SATURDAY FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL $500 MILLION IN CIP COMMODITIES (CAIRO 1258). 

I TOLD HIM IT WAS CLEARLY UNREASONABLE TO EXPECT A REPLY 
TO A REQUEST OF SUCH MAGNITUDE IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS. 

I WAS SURE HIS REQUEST WAS UNDER STUDY, BUT I COULD NOT 
COMMENT ON WHAT THE RESPONSE MIGHT BE. FAHMY AGAIN 
EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR URGENT ACTION. 

4. COMMENT: I AM FRANKLY A LITTLE SURPRISED THAT GHORBAL 
WAS TOLD ABOUT THE ADDITIONAL WHEAT. I INFERRED FROM YOUR 
CABLE (REF A) AND FROM MY RECENT TALKS IN WASHINGTON THAT, 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS WE HAD OUR INTER-AGENCY MECHANICS IN 
ORDER, WE WERE NOT YET IN A POSITION TO INFORM THE EGYPTIANS 
ABOUT IT. WE CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR OURSELVES WITH SUCH PREMATURE 
DISCLOSURES. SINCE WE HAVE APPRISED THE EGYPTIANS OF THE 

NEW PL-480 ALLOCATION, IT SEEMS TO ME WE SHOULD NOW MAKE 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ASAP AND ALSO LET GOE PUBLICIZE IT. 

EILTS 
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